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19L2 DUCK SEASONS 70 DAYS;'
GEESE GET EXTRA SAFEGUARDS

Revising Federal migratory bird hunting regulations in accordance with the
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new 19112 rules that’ allow 10 added days of duck lmntmg and liberalize in otBer
ways the restrictions on duck hunters but tighten the protection of geese and
other birds that have not increased with the ducks.

Adopted by Secretary Ickes in accordance with a law of Congress making ef-
fective migratory bird treaties with Canada and Mexico, the amended regulations
were approved by President Roosevelt on July 14, They were recommended by the
Fish and Wildlife Service following biological investigations and consultations
with State game admmlstrators.

Duck Huntine Rules Liberalized

New 70~day duck hunting seasons, instead of 60 days in 1941, begin on Sep~
tember 26, October 15, and November 2 in the northern, intermediate, and south~
ern zones, respectively. Duck-hunting hours will run from sunrise to sunset,
instead of from sunrise to 4 p. m. as formerly, and legally killed birds mey be
possessed for 30 days after the close of the season, instead of 20 days.

chk—hunting privileges will be greater this yea.r, Secretary Ickes explained,
because of the continuing increases in the supply of these birds. Based on the
game-management principle that the amnual take should be governed by the availa~
ble game, the new rules were phrased after a Fish and Wildlife Bervice inventory
.indicated a I\Torth American waterfowl population of about 100,000,000 last Janu-
ary. This was 30,000,000 more than the 19L1 estimate and more than three times
the estimated population seven years ago. Later favorable reports from investi~
gators on the birds! breeding grounds corroborate the expectation that next
fall's duck flights will be the best in more than a decade.

-"We do not intend," said Secretary Ickes, M"that all hunters will have.70
days of sport. We do hope that the longer seasons will give every section of
the country some opportu.nltles for shooting, in spite of unpredlctable weather
conditions. It is our aim not only to regulate the anmual take in accordance
with game supplies but also to assure the most equitable possible distribution
of such mnting privileges as are available."
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States in the northern zone, where duck hunting will run from September 26
to December L, are: ipine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin,
Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dekota, Wyoming, and Montena. Vermont was in the
intermediate zone last year.

The intermediate zone, with an October 15 to December 23 duck season, in-
cludes Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsyl-
vania, West Virginia, Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, Nebraska, Kan-
sas, (klahoma, Colorado, Utah, Idaho, Nevada, Washington, Oregon, and California.

The November 2 to Jamuary 10 southern-zone duck season will prevail in Del-
aware, Maryland, Virginia, Temnessee, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia,
Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkensas, Louisiana, Texas, New Mexico, and Ari-
zona. Delaware was in the intermediate zone last year.

New provisions governing water areas between States make the northern-zone
season apply to the entire Lake Champlain area in both Vermont and New York, the
intermediate season govern the Pymatuning Reservoir in Pennsylvania and Chio,
and the southern-zone dates include the Colorado River area in California though
the rest of this State is in the intermediate zone.

- In Puerto Rico the duck season runs from December 15 to February 12 and in
two zones of Alaska from September 1 to November 9 and September 21 to November
29. No open seasons on migratory birds are provided in Hawaii.

Scoters, lmown locally as sea coots, may be taken in open coastal waters
ohly, beyond ocuter harbor lines, in Maine and New Hampshire from September 15 to
30, and in Connecticut, Massachusetts, New York, and Rhode Island from September
15 to October 15. Thereafter they are governed by the same rules applying to
other ducks,

For the first time since adoption of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act the open
seasons apply to all ducks, including the wood duck, which last year was legally
hunted in 15 States. Investigators reported "no evidence that the amthorization,
of 1941 resulted in an excessive take" but said that "on the contrary there is
evidence that much waste was eliminated¥ by permitting the possession and use of
one wood duck taken by mistake for other species. :

Regulations governing bag and possession limits of ducks remain unchanged
except that a new provision makes the possession limit on the first day of unt-
ing conform to the daily bag limit.

Daily bag limits on ducks are "10 in the aggregate of all kinds including
in such limit not more than 1 wood duck, or more than 3 singly or in the ag-
gregate of redheads and buffleheads." Any person at any one time may possess
"not more than 20 ducks in the aggregate of all kinds but not more than 1 wood
duck, nor more than 6 of either or both of redheads or buffleheads.”

- Rules governing the means by which ducks may be taken remain unchanged.



Goose Huntlng Bules More Stringent

Investlgatlons "havmg dlsclosed a decllne in goose populatlons other than
blue’ ~geese, " the new regulations reduce bag limits on these birds and include
other spec:.al safeghards,

Ross' geese are completely protected as formerly, a.nd snow geese may ‘not
be taken in Statés bordering on the Atlantic, in Idsho, or in Beaverhead, Gal-
latia, or Madison Counties of Montana. The snow-goose c¢losures in Montana and
Idaho were explained as protective measures for the trumpeter swan, rare white

bird that is sometimes mistaken for the snow geese.

Special protection of brant in Atlantic ‘Coast States has been: dlscontlnued
these birds having increased in this region to the point where it 1s p0551ble to
apply only the general gooae-protection measures.

The daily bag 1imit on geese and brant is 2, but in addition L of the more
abundant blue geese may be taken in a day. If blue geese only are taken the
daily bag limit is 6. SR : .

The possession limit on geese other than blue geese is U a day, but in ad~
dition 2 blue geese are allowed and if only blue geese are taken the possession
limit is 6. On the season's opening day the possessmn limit is the same as the
daily bag limit. . :

Canada geese, 11; was explained, are thus protected w1th a 2-a—day bag limit
and a possession limit of L. :

Open seasqns, hunting zones, shootlng hours, and methods of hunting are the
same for geese as for ducks except that in Alexander County, Ill., only a 6é0-day
season on geese is prov1ded, October 15 to December 13, and geese there may be
taken only from sunrise to 12 o‘clock noon.

"Nothwithstanding a reduction in the take last year," said Secreta.ry Ickes,
"investigations indicate that the kill of geese at Horseshoe lLake in Alexander
County was stlll too high to be con31stent with good management.

.. Doves Get Added Protectlon

Mourning-dove bag and possession limits have also been reduced, from 12 to
10. This 1limit applies also to the white-winged dove, and if both kinds of
doves are taken the total mumber of doves taken in a day or possessed may not
be more than 10. ’

Mourmng dove seasons have been reduced from L2 days to 30 days in 1L
States,

These States are Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Caroclina, South Caro-

lina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Na.ss1ss1pp1 Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri,
Kentucky, and Tennessee, -
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Izivestlgatlon; Dr. Ira N, Gabrielson, Director of the Fish and Wildlife
Service reported to Secretary Ickes, showed a "very material shortage- of the
eastern form of the moumlng dove as compared with the. population of. a few years
ago.m

Mourning doves may be taken from su:nrlse to su.nset during the followlng open
: seasons.

Alabame. Arkansas, Flor:.da Georgla, Loulsxana, M1ss1551pp1, North Carolina,
and South carollna, December 1 to 30.

Arlzona, Calla.orma, Kansas, Nevada, New Memco. and Oklahoma, September 1
to Qctober 12.

Delaware, Kentucky, Ma.zyland. and Virginia, September 16 to October 15.

| Idaho, September 1 to 10,

: ‘Illlnols and MlSSOUI‘l, September 1 to 30C.

M:Lnnesota, September 16 to 30. |
Oregon. September 1 to 15.
Tennessee, October 1 to 30.

' Texas, in Yoakum, Terry, Lymn, Garza, Kent, Stonewall, Haskell, Throckmorton,
Young, Palo Pinto, Parker, J ohnson, Ellis Xanfman, Van Zandt, Rains, Hopkins,
Franklin, and Red River Counties, and all counties north thereof, September l to
Qctober 12; in remainder of State, September 16 to October 27.

’ Open seasons on white-winged doves are: Arizona, September 1 to 15, and
Texas. September 16 to 25. TR

Pigeon : Seasons Doubled

Seasons on ba.nd-talled plgeons, increased from 15 to 30 days, are as follows,
with shootlng allowed between sum'lse and. sunset: '

. Arizona, New: Mexlco, and Washlngton, September 16 to October 15.
California, December 1 to 30. |
Oregon, September 1 to 30.

The daily bag limit on. o:md—talled pigeons is. lO, and any person at any one
time may possess not more than 10. :

Set Sees ms on Rails and Sallirdes

Reporting some adjustments in seasons regardine ralls and ghllinules Direc-
tor Gabrielson pointed out that as in previous years coots are grouped with
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the waterfowl in setting the seasoms. Open seasons on I‘allS and gallinules (ex~
" cept coots) will be from September 1 to November 30, with the follewing excep—
tlons.

Alabama, November 20 to Jamary 3l.
- ILouisiana, September 15 to December 15.
Maine and Wisconsin, September 26 to December L,

- Massachusetts and New York, including Long Island, October 15 to December
23.

Minnesota, September 16 ‘to November 30.
Puerto Rico, December 15 to February 12.

Gahforma, District of Columbia, :Iawali Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon,
Tennessee, and Washington, no open season.

The changes this year, the Secretary explained, advence the season in Lou-
isiana on rails and gallimiles and close the season on these birds in Tennessee
on request of the State game departments. The seasons in Malne, Massachusetts,
New York, and Wisconsin have been adjusted so as to coincide with the seasons
for waterfowl huntlng in those States.

As in the past the daily bag limits on coots and sora are 25 and 15, re-
spectively, and not more than 15 in the aggregate of other species of rails and
galliniles may be taken in any day. - Posseﬁsmon limits on these birds are the
same as the daily bag limits.

Shootmg hours are from sunrise to sunset,

- Few: Qp_aggfﬁ in Woodcock Rules

Fifteen—-day woodcock seasons with h-a—day bag and 8-bird possession limits
remain as last year, the only changes being in season dates in anesota and
Pennsylvania a;t the request of State game officials.

Director Gabrlelson informed Secre Ickes that the status of woodcocks,
which suffered disasters from storms in 1940, is "somewhat improved in general
but spotty.® :

The wobdc_ock seasons, with shooting from sunrise to sunset, are as follows:
: That part of New.York lying north of the tracks: of the main line of the Few
York Central:Bailroad extending from Baffalo to Albeny and north of the $racks of

the main line of the Boston & Albany Railroad. extending from Albany to.the isa—
chusetts State lme. and in Vermont and Wisconsin, October 1 to 15.
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- That part of New York lymg south of the line sbove described and in Con-
necticut and Indiank, October 15 to 29.

That part of New York known as Long Island, and in New Jersey and Rhode Is-
land, November 1 to 15.

 Arkansas and Oklahoma, Decembetr 1 to 15.
Delaware and Maryland, November 15 to 29.
Louisiana and Mississippi, Decenber 15 to .
Maine, New Hampshire, and Chio, October 10 to 2k,
Massachusetts, October 20 to November 3.

Michigan, in Upper Peninsula, October 1 to 15; in remainder of State, Octo-
ber 15 to 29. : o

Minnesota, October 3 to 18.
Missouri, govemb_ar io to 2L,

- Penmsylvania, October 2L to November 7.
Virginia, November 20 to December L.

‘ West Virginia, October 17 to 3l.

Specify Meaps for Takinge Birds

Qutlining the means by which migratory game birds may be taken legally, the
new regulations continue the prohibition of the use of bait or livé decoys and
prohibit "the taking of waterfowl by means, aid, or use of cattle, horses, or
mailes." ,

Hunters, it is provided, may use shotguns not larger than 10 gauge or bows
and arrows, as formerly, and the 3-shell limit on repeatlng shotguns, either hand
operated or a.uto-loadlng, is contimued.

All persons over 16 years of age hunting migratory waterfowl are required to
have with them an unexpired Federal Migratory Bird Hunting Stamp valiflated by
their signatures on the stamp. These stamps, commonly called duck stamps, may be
purchased at post offices for one dollar.

Copies of the complete regulations may be obtaired as soon as available from

the ®ish and Wildllfe Service, Um.ted States Department of the Interlor, Washlng—
tOn, Do CI o
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